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the sacred books? both as to their history and contents,
the ^Deists placed the certainty of natural religion.
Subjectivity or that internal certainty which might
have rivalled at least the certainty of natural religion,
had been put aside, so that from it no resistance could
be made.   This was equally true in Germany and in
England,    The precursors of the Deists were the
theologians who applied reason to theology.   Bacon
and Locke, Leibnitz' and Wolff, wished to  confine
their methods only to philosophy, or, if they touched
theology, to draw the line very clearly between reli-
gion natural and revealed.    They seem to have sup-
posed that it was possible to awaken the mind to the
utmost activity in one sphere, and to confine it there
when another sphere impinged on that, and was really
inseparable from it.   The ' Auf klaring? dispelled the
illusion.

There were, however, in Germany in the eighteenth
century theologians who opposed Deism, and yet saw
the necessity of admitting the truth concerning the
Scriptures. We cannot quite put Bengel in this
connection, though he was one of the first who made
the critical study of the Bible the great business of
his life, He wished to restore the true text, believing
that infallibility was connected with the original if it
t could be found. Bengel proceeded from the Pietists;
but he cleared the way for Wetstein and Hichaelis, in
whose hands the uncertainty, both of the text and the
cajion, could not be concealed. Rational views of the
Bible were taught in many pulpits and universities,
but those who taught them were persecuted as unbe-
lievers. Ernesti laid the foundation for a new school